Introduction

The purpose of Jude can be summed up in the words, fight, contend, and do battle. It
encourages the church to counter the apostasy that arises and the false teachers who creep
into the church to attack the Word of God and turn God’s grace into a license to do as they
please. It furthermore exhorts believers to be spiritually “in shape” to answer this call to arms,
because the danger is very real.

To bring this point home and to show his readers how God has responded to these
types in time past, Jude reminds his readers of how God dealt with unbelieving Israel in the
desert, the disobedient angels, and wicked Sodom and Gomorrah. This is the message of Jude.

Verse 1: “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are
sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:” The author of this book
was none other the Jude the brother of Jesus. You mean Jesus had brothers? Yes! And sisters
too!

This verse brings up a very good and controversial point about the perpetual virginity of
Mary. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Jesus had no brothers and sisters and that
Mary and Joseph had no children after our Lord Jesus. However, the preponderance of
Scripture does not bear this out. Matthew 13:55-56 says, “Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not
His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And His
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" So, the Bible
does teach that Jesus had brothers and sisters and one of them was Jude.

However, there was one major difference between Jesus and his brothers and sisters.
While they all had the same mother, they had two different fathers. Jesus’ father was God and
Jude and his other siblings’ father was Joseph the Carpenter. We also see mentioned here,
James the brother of Jude, half brother of Jesus. He was the famous pastor of the church in
Jerusalem who spoke up at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.

Another point worth bearing out at this time is that Jude like his brothers probably did
not believe that Jesus was who he said to be until sometime after his resurrection. John said in
John 7:5, “even His brothers did not believe in Him.” But then we see in Acts 1:14 that they
were all with Mary and the disciples in the upper room waiting for the promise of the Holy
Spirit!

Also, notice the three characteristics of Christians found in this verse. They are
“sanctified,” “preserved,” and “called.”

First, the word “sanctified” means to be “set apart” or “consecrated for God’s purposes.”
That begs the question, “How are we then sanctified?” The answer is, “by the truth.” Jesus
said in John 17:17-19, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me



into the world, even so have | also sent them into the world. And for their sakes | sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” \What we see in this verse is that
as we begin to know and understand the Bible, we become sanctified, set apart, and
consecrated.

Paul while speaking to the men of Ephesus said “Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the word,” That is why | place so much emphasizes on the
teaching of the Bible. It's only when we sit under the teaching of the Word of God week after
week that we are cleansed.

In essence, sitting under the teaching of the Word is like taking a shower. How long has
it been since you had a good shower? I'm afraid that for many Christians, it’s been too long and
they are beginning to smell. Why is this? — Because too many are settling for children’s
programs, youth gatherings, worship bands and warm-fuzzies. Christians are looking for all of
the wrong things in the modern church today. Show me a youth program, children’s ministry or
worship band in the Bible. They simply are not there. Then pray tell me why so many go
looking for something that is not in the Bible. | believe that the Devil is using these
extracurricular activities to distract the church from its main objective — “the equipping of the
saints for the work of the ministry” (Ephesians 4:12).

Listen mom and dad —it’s all well and good that little Johnny is enjoying the youth group
and little Suzie is having a great time running around in the children’s ministry, but what about
you? Are you getting fed? Are you growing in your walk with the Lord? Are you any closer to
God today than you were yesterday? If you are not growing in your walk with the Lord, you
cannot lead your children in their walks with the Lord either. For the love of God, find a church
that teaches the Bible and stop looking to be entertained. Entertain your children at home.
That is not the church’s job.

Second, also notice that Christians are preserved. “Preserved” means to be “saved from
injury, destruction or decay.” Paul said in Ephesians 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” As God spoke to Abraham he said,
“Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." In other words,
don’t worry Abram, | am going to take care of you. Also, David cried out, “Many are they who
say of me, "There is no help for him in God." But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory and
the One who lifts up my head.” (Psalm 3:2-3). The bottom line is that God keeps them “in
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” (Isaiah 26:3).

Here is another distraction in the church today — eternal security of the believer or what
some would rather call the perseverance of the saints. Whatever you chose to call it, it’s a bait
and switch from the enemy. It's taking our eyes off of the cross. It's majoring in the minors.
Yes, if you're truly saved you’re always saved. Yes, if you persevere, than that means you’re
saved. Yes, if you don’t persevere then you never were saved to begin with. My goodness,
we’re saying the same thing. Let me ask you this while you’re arguing among yourselves,



“When was the last time you personally led someone to Jesus?” | believe that all of our
bickering breaks the heart of God because it takes our eyes off of him. Leave that stuff to the
little professors to discuss over donuts in the teacher’s lounge at the college down the street.
Lead people to Jesus!

Third, the Bible says that Jesus “calls” all men unto Himself. Whether they come or not
is their choice, but all are called. l.e. John 3:16. No, | do not accept the “Limited Atonement”
argument given by the Calvinists. That reminds me of a missionary who came into my office a
number of years ago while | was pastoring in South Texas and asked me if | was a Calvinist. |
told him that | was not. Then he said that by default that made me an Armenian. To that, | also
told him that | was not an Armenian either. You see, in his mind, | had to be one or the other.
Why? - the words “Calvinist” and “Armenian” are not in the Bible. | am a Christian and that’s it.

That reminds me of a story about a small First Baptist Church and a small First Christian
Church in a small town who gathered to discuss merging so that they could pool their
resources. About half way through the discussion, a Baptist deacon said, “My great-
grandfather was a Baptist, my grandfather was a Baptist, my father was a Baptist, and there
ain’t nobody going to make a Christian out of me!” Folks, we really need to get our priorities in
place.

Verses 2-4: “Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied. Beloved, when | gave
all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you,
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Now we see why Jude was burdened to write this
letter. We see from verse 3 that he had originally intended to write this letter “concerning our
common salvation.” But, because of the danger of “certain men who had crept in unnoticed”,
he decided to write about that instead.

Who were these men? We are told four things about them. 1. They are “marked out for
condemnation.” 2. They are “ungodly.” 3. They “turn the grace of our God into licentiousness”
(or lewdness, obscenity). 4. They “deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.” These are
the same men who Jesus warned us about when He said, “Beware of false prophets, who come
to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”

From these verses we must conclude that not everything or everyone who calls
themselves Christian is truly “Christian.” Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity.” We need to be very mindful of this before we put our trust in anyone who's
words do not line up with their lives!



Verses 5-7: “I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how
that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that
believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Even as
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance
of eternal fire.” Now Jude gives three examples from the past of how God deals with false
teachers and those who turn away from the faith. Fist, the children of Israel were saved
miraculously out of Egypt only to die in the desert because of disobedience. God, by a mighty
hand, had delivered them out of slavery at the hand of their oppressors, the Egyptians, but
because of unbelief, all of them over the age of twenty died in the wilderness except for Joshua
and Caleb.

It's the same with many in the church today, they have been miraculously saved, born
again, but they are dying in the desert because of their disobedience. God wants to bless them,
but He can’t, because of their freedom of choice. They have chosen to seek and serve self and
not the God of their salvation. If there is one thing for sure, God will never violate our wills; at
least not in this life.

I’'ve heard many Christians who are out of God’s will say, “Well, | don’t live under the
law any more. | live under grace.” | assume that’s supposed to be some kind of excuse for their
disobedience. Well, that’s not a completely true statement. Yes, we do have the ability to live
under grace through obedience, but, we also have the ability to live under the law through
disobedience. God when speaking to the children of Israel said, “I call heaven and earth as
witnesses today against you, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing;
therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;” Choose life through
obedience God will bless. Choose death through disobedience God will curse.

Second, we see the angels who kept not their first estate. | believe that these angles are
a certain group of angels who did something especially grievous. We see this account in
Genesis 6:1-4 which says, “And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the
earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of men
that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LORD said, My
spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred
and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the
sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same
became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.” And as a result, according to Jude,
they were cast from heaven and are “..reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the
judgment of the great day...” That “great day” spoken of here is when they are released from
the Bottomless Pit is Revelation 9:1-12.

Finally, we see the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah who had “given themselves over to
sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh.” The people of Sodom and Gomorrah had
chosen to shake their fists in God’s face and live lives of sexual immorality and perversion.



There sin was that of homosexuality. Many a liberal has argued against this in favor of
inhospitality because no one offered the angels a place to stay upon their arrival to the city.
That is utterly preposterous. They would have us to believe that God wiped out entire cities
because they were inhospitable? Wow, that’s a real hard one to swallow my friend. The text in
Genesis 13:13 says that the “..men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD
exceedingly.” That sounds a little more serious than not just being nice!

If the truth be known, the men of the City of Sodom had surrounded the house of Lot
and asked him to send the men out to them so that they may “know them” (Genesis 19:5).
There is no doubt that Lot knew exactly what they were asking for because of his response in
Genesis 19:8 which was “Behold now, | have two daughters which have not known man; let me,
| pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these
men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.” It’s obvious what these
men wanted. They wanted to have sex with the two men who were in Lot’s house. Make no
mistake about it; God destroyed Sodom for the sin of homosexuality and not a lack of
hospitality.

The conclusion of the matter is this. The commonality that | see with these three is that
while God offered them all life, they chose death. They chose to “do it” their way instead of
God’s. The Bible says in Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death.”

The sad thing is that God does not desire that anyone should go to Hell. The Bible says
in John 3:17, "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.” It is not the will of God that any should go through the
punishment that Israel, the fallen angels, and Sodom and Gomorrah went through. 2 Peter 3:9
says, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” It is the desire of God that everyone should go to heaven. No one has to make
the bad decisions that Israel, the angles, and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah made.

| am reminded of what Jesus said in Luke 13:34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest
the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would | have gathered thy
children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!” He again
said in Revelation 3:20 “Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” God loves people
and desires that they should all be saved and not one perish.

Verse 8: “Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and
speak evil of dignities.” In other words, these men resemble rebellious Israel, the fallen angels,
and Sodom and Gomorrah. Their sins are the same.

Paul also tells us four things about these guys. First, they are “filthy dreamers”. In other
words, they dream things up as they go along. They are not grounded in the Word of God. |



believe that a call to ministry is a call to prepare. Too many people run headlong into ministry
unprepared. | know 1 John 2:27 about not needing anyone to teach us, but still we also have so
many around us who have been there, done that, walked in ministry for a few years. The Bible
also says that there is “wisdom in a multitude of counselors” and to “study to shew thyself
approved unto God” as well.

I’'m afraid that too many in ministry take pride in their lack of education. It’s like they
think that their ignorance makes them more dependent upon God and therefore more useable
for His service. My friend, the pride of the uneducated is no better than the pride of the
educated. God looks at the heart and not what’s in the frame on your office wall. God will use
any man or woman who has a desire to serve Him with a whole heart.

If you are going to be a good Bible teacher, you must sit at someone’s feet. It may be a
man of God that you respect tremendously or a professor at a Bible college or seminary. Still,
the end result is an education from somewhere. | personally think that the days of guarding the
“ivy walls” of the colleges are over. Internet has introduced an entirely new, effective,
convenient and cheaper way to educate men and women for the ministry. Use it to your
advantage.

Second, they “defile the flesh.” They pollute themselves with sin because of their
corrupt passions and evil desires. The end result is that they do not live holy and separated
lives. They is no doubt that this issue is becoming more and more of a problem as the end
draws near. | believe that even the church is for the most part, worldly. Why? — Because we
have allowed so much of the world into the church in the name of trying to reach the world.
We have become so relevant that we are no longer relevant. Oh, | know, I've heard every
argument under the sun about how the only way to reach them today is by changing the
methods, etc..., but sadly the end result is that there are fewer people in the church today than
there was yesterday. The methods are not working. | believe that they are simply confusing
the issue. We have churches full of people today who do not know their right hand from their
left when it comes to spiritual matters. They proof is the worldly lives that they live both inside
and outside of the church house.

Third, they “reject authority.” Men who despise authority despise the Bible...because
the Bible regiments and regulates and exhorts a man and a woman to walk in holiness. Men do
not reject the Bible because it contradicts itself, but because it contradicts them. It goes
against what they want. However, the writer of Proverbs wrote, “Whoever loves instruction
loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.” (Proverbs 12:1). Sure, the Bible is
going to rub us the wrong way from time to time. What’s wrong with that? Jesus did say in
Matthew 10:34-36, “Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came not to send peace,
but a sword. For | am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter
against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall
be they of his own household.” Also, the Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 that "All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,



for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works."

The scripture is our authority. Where and when we come into conflict with it — we are
wrong and must make the necessary adjustments. An old preacher said one time, “Where God
puts periods, don’t you go putting question marks.” We do not stand in judgment of the Bible.
The Bible stands in judgment of us.

Fourth, they not only reject authority, but “they speak evil of dignitaries.” When men
speak evil of God, His Son, the prophets, or of God’s men, they speak evil of dignities. We are
to esteem God, His Son Jesus, and His Church in holy awe! Peter made this abundantly clear
when he penned 2 Peter 2. The bottom line is that all of this comes about as a result of
rejecting authority.

I’'m amazed at some of the things that I've heard people say about other pastors, let
alone myself. We live in a day in which men have no respect for authority at all. We will see in
the next verse that Michael the archangel when contending with the devil over the body of
Moses would not dare to make a “railing accusation” against him. And yet, church members
will go out to lunch after a service and chew their pastors up and spit them out like it is nothing
at all. They have no fear of God. They are rejecting authority and in so doing, they are rejecting
the ultimate Authority who placed that pastor over them. The problem in our culture today is
that everybody thinks that they have a right to be right and to be heard. Not according to the
Bible my dear friend. You gave up that right when you came to the cross.

Verse 9: “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about
the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke
thee.” We must remember that the context of this verse is rejection of authority and speaking
evil of those whom God has placed over us. The point is that if Michael, an archangel, would
not dare speak evil of Satan himself, then who are we to speak evil of those around us who are
in positions of authority?

After being in the ministry for a few years and ministering with several churches in
different staff positions, I’'m amazed at how many in the congregation honestly think that it is
their divine calling to keep the man of God in check. Watch out! God doesn’t need your help.
Trust me, God will police that man in his own time and in his own way and He doesn’t need
your help to do it. If He brought him in, He can take him out. You better worry about the speck
that is in your own eye (Matthew 7:3-5).

Verse 10: “But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know
naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.” Again, this is referring to
these apostate teachers that had crept into the church.

Notice it says that they speak evil of “things which they know not.” In other words, they
don’t have a clue about the true things of God. Instead, they are like “brute beasts”. It's



essentially the same thing that the Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." These men are natural in that they have
not truly given their lives to Christ and are therefore incapable to truly understanding and
appreciating the things of God.

Verses 11-13: “Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily
after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. These are spots in
your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they
are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice
dead, plucked up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame;
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.” This is the judgment
of God that is surely to fall upon these natural brute beasts or filthy dreamers. Notice that he
compares them to Cain, Balaam, and Core.

What is the “way of Cain?” They way of Cain, is a bloodless religion of works. If you will
remember that when man first sinned by eating of the forbidden fruit in Genesis 3; God
immediately made them “coats of skins, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). Now, in order for
God to make coats of skins for Adam and Eve, something had to die. Blood had to be shed so
that their nakedness could be covered. God clearly demonstrated to them how a sacrifice had
to be made for the atonement (covering) of their sins.

Later in Genesis 4:1-8 we find their children Cain and Abel bringing their sacrifices to
God just as they had been taught by their mother and father. However, Cain chose to do
something different. Instead of bringing a blood sacrifice as he had been taught by his parents
like his brother Abel, he chose to bring the works of his own hands. In other words, he brought
a bloodless sacrifice. This event is spoken in both Hebrews 11:4 where it says, “By faith Abel
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” Also, it is spoken of
in 1 John 3:12, “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore
slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” So too, these
apostates that Jude is speaking of have denied the power of the blood.

The “error of Balaam” is the motivation for gain in ministry. In other words, ministry is a
means to an end. By the way, Balaam is never spoken of positively in the New Testament. 2
Peter 2:15 says that they “..have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the
way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;” Again, we see his
name in Revelation 2:14-15 which says, “..I have a few things against thee, because thou hast
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast thou
also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | hate.” Now, hate is a very
strong word, but that is exactly how God feels about the “error” or “doctrine” Balaam.



The first time that we meet Balaam in Scripture is in Numbers 22-24. The Israelites were
camped in the plains of Moab and after seeing what they had done to the Amorites, Balak sent
for a prophet named Balaam to curse them (Num.22:1-6). Balaam asked the Lord about the
request and the Lord said, "No” (Num. 22:9-12), but then Balak sent more guys and more
money (Numbers 22:15-18). God had already said no, but Balaam felt it necessary to ask the
Lord again, which was his first mistake, and the Lord permissively allowed Balaam to
compromise and go. God knew Balaam’s heart. He wanted the money.

However, after the Lord allowed Balaam to go, he was to only speak what God told him
to (Num. 22:20). Along the way, a strange thing happened. The donkey upon which Balaam
was riding began to act strange (Num. 22:22-35). It was at this point that Balaam look up and
saw the Lord standing in the road with a drawn sword. | believe that the donkey saved
Balaam’s life. God was going to kill him because of his motives. Make no mistake about, God
knows our motives (Hebrews 4:12).

When he finally arrived and met Balak, he received his instructions which were to curse
the children of Israel. Of course, God would not allow this, so every time Balaam opened his
mouth to curse the Israelites, he could only bless them. Naturally, that did not sit too well with
Balak as that he wanted them cursed and not blessed (Numbers 23:7-11, 18-26, 24:3-11).

However, a closer look at Scripture confirms that Balak found a way around this to make
his money. Revelation 2:14 and Numbers 31:15-16 make it clear what Balaam’s bright idea
was. He couldn't curse God's people if God wouldn't let him, but he could help Balak bring
God's curse upon them by getting them to sin. So, he told Balak, "Look, if you have your
prettiest women camp out by the Israelite camp, then they'll fall in love, intermarry, fall into
idolatry, and then the Lord will have curse them." Amazing, isn't it? That someone who can
have spiritual gifts and say spiritual things, can be sucked into sin so easily by compromise and
greed?

Of course, God remembered Balaam’s actions and rewarded him accordingly. It says in
Numbers 31:8 that the Children of Israel afterward armed themselves against the Midianites
and “..they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and
Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew
with the sword.”

Finally, what is the “rebellion of Core”? This account is in Numbers 16:1-35 in the Old
Testament. Core, along with Dathan, Abiram and On took two-hundred and fifty leaders and
rebelled against Moses and Aaron; their God-given appointed leaders. They insisted that
Moses and Aaron were taking too much authority upon themselves. Of course, the heart of the
matter was that they did not want to be submissive to the divine authority that God has set up
over them.

Today, it’s no different, instead of standing with censors, like these guys ended up
doing, to see who God had really put in charge, they have secretive and called business



meetings to get the job done. It’s just as unscriptural and evil. Of course, in the end, God’s
men were vindicated and the earth opened up and swallowed all who were involved in the
rebellion who had murmured against God’s appointed leaders. I've been in a few meetings in
which I've half-expected that same thing to happen at any moment!

Verses 14-15: “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying,
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, (15) To execute judgment upon all,
and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against
him.” Wow! Enoch prophesied of the Second Coming of Christ! So did Job in Job 19:25-26 “For
I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God:”

Verse 16: “These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their
mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of
advantage.” These apostates find fault and complain. Nothing seems to satisfy them. They
have no feelings for others. They want their own selfish will to be imposed upon everyone else.

Colossians 2:18-23 says, “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility
and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up
by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in
the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to
perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? Which things have
indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any
honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” Did you notice what it said about these apostates? They
are worshiping their own will. In other words, it’s not about God and what He wants. It’s all
about them and what they want.

On a personal note, a complainer cannot be right with God. | don’t care who it is. There
is something wrong with a person who will complain constantly.

Verses 17-23: “But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told you there should be mockers in the last
time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be they who separate themselves,
sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others
save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” Now
we see a contrast. In the first 16 verses, Jude is dealing with "filfthy dreamers" or false prophets
as he calls them. Now he turns his attention to the "beloved." That’s you and me! - And in
these final verses he deals with how we should conduct ourselves.
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First, we should be “..building up yourselves on your most holy faith..." The faith that
you have in your heart to believe is the gift of God, not of works, lest any should boast. How do
we do this? - By sitting under the teaching of the Word!

Second, we should be “...praying in the Holy Spirit..." We are to pray with the anointing
of God’s Spirit. Only the Spirit can give us the faith that we need to pray the prayer of faith.
The Bible tells us that the Spirit of God is our teacher and guide (Rom 8:26-27).

Third, we should "Keep yourselves in the love of God..." We are to keep our minds
fastened on things above, not the things below. The way that we do this is by keeping the
Word of God close to us...By studying it, meditating upon it, memorizing it, and applying it to
our lives. The Bible says that we "are in this world, but that we should not be of this world.".

Fourth, we should be “...looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life"
You and | can expect eternal life. It's as good as done. Why? - Because God has had mercy on
us by allowing us the opportunity to put our faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Notice also in vv.22-23 that it says, “And of some have compassion, making a difference
...And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire..." Here we see how we should relate
to two types of people who are around us every day. First we are to have compassion on those
around us who are saved. The Bible says that "we know that we have passed from death unto
life because we love the brethren." But, the other group is the unsaved world that we are
commanded, not asked, to share Jesus with. We are to witness to them, pulling them out of
the very flames of helll And make no mistake, unless they come to know Christ, they will go to
hell!

Verses 24-25: "Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you

faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour,
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever (and God’s people said) Amen.
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